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love and friendship with her neighbours, and with
everyone who comes to her, be he a foreigner or
even an enemy. Yet she has a personality all her own,
an individuality, that marks her out as something
that has no equal in the annals of the earth.

The geological movement leading to the creation
of land in which early human civilisation began in
India was the retreat westward of the extensive
Euro-Asiatic Ocean called the Tethys giving rise to
the plains of northern India through a process of
formation which must have taken ages, The ferti-
lity of this region is due to many factors among which
may be mentioned the life-giving waters of a river
system that was formed by the linear depressions
which remained after the large-scale geological
movement was over. The deposits washed down from
the northern highlands added no less to the richness,
of the soil. On these plains, along the banks of the
Indus, right down eastward along the banks of the
Ganges, streams of humanity flowed in unison with
the waters, as it were, and spread out into the inte-
riors till the scene was complete with the drama of
the early human migration in India.

The geographical unity of India is indisputable3
in spite of the bewildering variety of her physical
features; and equally so is the unity of her vast
humanity. The uniqueness of her culture is ascribed
by some writers to this unity as well as to her natural
separation from the rest of the world. It is the
conviction of the Hindus that there is an inner meaning